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TO THE 


wool H R 0 N E. 


HEN nin befal | 
families in private life, 
to whom ſhould they have recourſe 
for relief, but to their principal or 
head? atleaſt, they naturally look 
towards that quarter. Now, the 
ſame ruleholdeth good both in rea- 
ſom and in nature, with regard to 
, B _ 
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the commonwealth in general. K 
K is the father of his people, 
and bound to them by the ſame 


ties, but in a much ſtronger de- 
gree, in which the chief of any 


ſingle houſe is united to the mem- 
bers of that houſe. It is to him 
then that the people are to lift up 


their eyes in the day of affliction: 


from him it is they are to expect 
redreſs of their grievances; nor 


ſhould they, like a congregation 


of blinded zealots, weary them- 
ſelves with preferring vain petiti- 


ons to a legion of idol courtiers, 


when they have an undoubted 


right, even the meaneſt of them, 
do apply directly to that ſupreme 
power, on whom none ever yet 


„FF 


631. 


called without obtaining a ow 


cious NE, 


And ſhall the ſubjects of E=, 
while G— the {— is upon the 
throne, a prince more immedi- 
ately claiming the name of father 
of his people, than any potentate 


now reigning : a prince to whom 


we owe, and owe ſolely, the en- 
joyment of the two greateſt bleſ- 


ſings upon earth, our religion and 


freedom ; who ruleth us only to: 


fave us from deſpotiſm; and hath, 


by a thouſand other inſtances, fines 


his acceſſion to the ſovereign ma- 
giſtracy, leſs important, perhaps, 


but not leſs convincing, ſhewed 


us, that we are the chief objects 
32 of 


C40 
as 4 
* 


OTH 


of his care and prudence :- ſhall 


they ungratefully turn their ſup- 
plications to, and place their con- 
fidence in any ſubordinate power, 
while they neglect throwing them- 
ſelves at that foot-ſtool, where 
they are ſure to find favour and 


grace? No; his mercy, his juſ- 


tice, that integrity for which he 
is, and hath ever been fo juſtly 
famed throu ghout Europe, for- 


bid fuch a ſep. 


But, in truth, if we give our- 


ſelves time to conſider, we ſhall. 
ind ſomany powerful arguments, 


againſt a proceeding like this, 


and ſo many coercive motives to 


prompt us to an oppoſite conduct, 
that 


[ 5 ] 


that we cannot heſitate a moment 
to determine. 


Who beſides him can reſtrain 
the evil miniſter in the inſtant of 
his power, and ſay, Thus far ſhalt 
thou go, and no further: to whom 
elſe then ſhould we complain of 
an evil miniſter's malefactions? 
Who beſides him can fay to thoſe 
_ fiends of venality and irreligion, 
with which the heads of the na- 
tion ſeem at preſent to be poſſeſſ- 
ed; I charge you to depart hence, 
and return no more? To whom 
elſe then ſhould we pray to caſt 
them out? Who beſides him can 
bid the farmer open his hoards, 
and let OY again bleſs the 
land p 


61 
land? To whom elſe then ſhould 


we cry to put the time of famine 
wy from us ? 


God Almighty has bleſſed us 
with a good and gracious k--- ; 
let us therefore not be wanting to 
ourſelves : are not he and we con- 
nected in ſuch cloſe intereſts, as 
no art or ſtrength can divide ? 
Like man and wife, ſhould we not 
be a mutual ſupport; muſt we 
not be proſperous or wretched to- 
gether ? Or can one be reſpected, 
and the other deſpiſed ; can one 
be rich, and the other poor; can 

one be happy, and the other mi- 
ſerable, at one and the ſame pe- 
| an Impoſſible. 


Is 


171 


1 there a true well-wiſher to 
His country, who would not glad- 
ly riſque his life and fortune to 
ſupport the power and govern- 

ment of k— G------ and is 
there an Engliſhman, for whom 
he would not exert that power, 
if it was neceſſary for his preſer- 
vation. If a houſe be divided: 
againſt itſelf, it muſt fall of courſe; 
let not then, my good country- 
men, any low or malicious ſcrib- 
ler make you believe, that this 
excellent, this patriot prince, can 
be neglectful of your intereſt; or 
that he would willingly ſacrifice 
you to the views of a little dirty 
paltry ſtate; a ſtate which is in- 
ferior to moſt of the counties of 


bis 


his Bi-ſh d--n--s. It is a ſole- 
ciſm in common oeconomy to 
ſquander a guinea, in order to 


ſave a Oe 


on the contrary, regard your 
ſovereign in his proper light, and 
theſe men as they really are; not 
as a band of conſtitutional heroes, 
battling for the good of their 
country, but as a ſet of labourers 
ſtriving to make the moſt of an 
harveſt, and only purſuing thoſe 
topics by which they think there 
is the greateſt likelihod to pro- 
mote the ſale of a two-penny eſſay. 


A king cannot have any inte- 
diftint from that of the ge- 
neral 


1 3 1 


© neral good of his people; a mi- 


niſter may. Cling to him then, 
who muſt be moſt inclined, and 


is u rap rnd the beſt able, to 


ſupport you; for the ſame rea- 


fon, that if you were in danger of \ 


falling from a tree, you would 


not let go the ſtout and ſturdy 


trunk, to hold 12 one of its 
branches. 


Indeed, If ng circumſtances 


cou juſtify a people in aban- 
doning themſelves to deſpair, the 


Engliſh hiſtory | can hardly furniſh - 


"us with an account of any period, . 


at which this iſland hath been re- 


duced to ſo low an ebb, as its 


preſent one. There is ſcarce a 


8 muff 


7 7 
7 / . 


Not but I confeſs, there are 


our eloquence none will diſpute, 
but alas] what ſignifies the 
tongue of a Demoſthenes, while 


PF arrives but hh; is FR 
with ſome diſagreeable piece of 


news, ſome matter of triumph to 
our enemies, and ſhame to our- 


ſelves; ; yet ſuch is our infatuati- 
on, that we ſeem either inſenſible 


of our ſufferings, or at beſt only 
groaning over them, without 


making any attempts towards 18 
procuring a remedy, _ 


many of us who can talk bravely; : 


we are more in want of the wor 


ed 


| But 


r 

But here I ſhall be ſtopt ſhort, 
I doubt, and aſked what was the 
late ſecret expedition? was not 
that an effort towards a remedy? 
To which L anſwer in the affir- 
mative; but ſuch an one as, Ian 
afraid, will only ſerve to ſhew- our 


caſe in a more deſperate light; 
for the patient muſt be dangerouſ- 


* ill indeed, when we begin to 
7 experiments, |, T 


2 


a poor, man ſeems to me 
to be in the ſituation of ſome vale- 
tudinarians, who havin g impaired 
their conſtitution by their own 
debaucheries, and either wanting 
knowledge to purſue the right 
1 of cure, or courage to 
I C2 e 
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put it in practice, throw them- 
' ſelves into the hands of quacks, 


who, after draining their purſes, 


with promiſes, from day to day, 


of a ſpeedy amendment, at length 


their eyes are opened, and they 


find themſelves in a worſe con- 


dition than when they firſt wan 1 
to take their advice. 


* 


The errors Ny the lat —— 
8 through incapacity or 


villany, 1 ſhall not preſume 
to determine, nor indeed do 
I think it an argument of very 
great conſequence on either ſide; 
for, what ſignifies it to the nati- 
on, if the effects are the ſame, 
Wins it hath been injured by a 


Kknave 


| 26 ] 
knave of a fool: the errors of tlie 
late adminiſtration, I fay, have 
been ſo long the ſubject of every 
complaint, and are on all hands 
ſo univerſally allowed, that, Tam 
afraid, it will be thought meer tau- 
tology in me to ſay any thing 
about them here: however, a 
word or two muſt be allowed me, 2 


2 if it be only to ſwell my pages. 


"= hat junto was compoſed of 
a ſet of Machiavels, who ſeemed 
to think that politics was the art, 
not ſo much of ruling men, as of 
deceiving them; and yet, if de- 
ceivin g Was their intent, their 
parts ſeemed to be inſufficient 
even for that, as they purſued the | 
yen! means to defeat their c own de- 
el 6 | | fig ene; - 


[x4 1 


ans; their tranſactions being of 
ſuch a flagrant nature, as muſt ; 
hortly open the eyes of every 
une, whom they had not taken 
care to blind with preferments, 7 
e or ene Connections. | 


'P 


a The beſt we can a df checks 
is, that they came into public 
employmetits without any pre- 
meditated ſcheme, either for 
the good or hurt of their coun- 
try; but purely with a view to 
the acquiſition of power, and to 
the aggrandiſement of their before 


almoſt unheard-of names. Thus Bis 


then, if I may uſe a vulgar pro- 
verb, They kiſſed the nurſe for 
PT pc cad. kiſſed, fays 


ſome- 


4 


ſomebody! then it was ths kiſs of | 
a Judas, given to betray : and I 
muſt confeſs, . that an ingenious 
French gentleman did once tell 
me, (his reaſons for it I know 
not) that, during the progreſs of 
the preſent. war againſt England, 
the grand Monarch propoſed to 
expunge the three Fleurs de lis 
from. the Gallic ſtandard, and 
ſubſtitute in their room a Swoln 
Purſe, round which, in imitation 
of Conſtantine the Great, he de- 
ſignedd to weave this motto, In Bac 
fy VIACIS, 


But, fu pole we were to alle 
an abſtracted view of thoſe ſeveral 


1 Here 
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Hee! are the pictures then, perhaps 
rather i in caricatura, but 1 flatter 
myſelf there will be no occaſion for 


writing their n under n. 


7 be Paspe Ggurs in this il 


luſtrious groupe, is a glaring in- 
ſtance, that the titles of duke, 
| marquils, earl, are no titles to 
wiſdom; and that a man may ex- 
pend immenſe ſums of money, 
without being either generous or 
rich. He has fed upon the na- 


tion for many years, tho' he was as 


unwilling to leave it at laft, as he 
. would be to get up from a ragout, 
; cooked by the creative, or rather 
the transforming C-----, while 


there was a bit remaining in the 


+ 17 
diſh. Would to heaven, that, 
like a true glutton, he would 
diſgorge what he hath ſwallowed! 
but he has too digeſtive a maw ; 
tho”, if he ſhould, it is to be feared 
that he would contrive one way 
or other to return again t to his own 
vomit. 


The next is the crafty and 
ſubtle — having been a diſſolute 
rake-hell in his younger days, it 
is no wonder the ſame inordinate 
deſires ſhould ſtill taint his actions. 
Indeed he has played the gallant 
to his country exactly; which, if 
1 may uſe the expreſſion, has 
kept him theſe many, years, 

much to her own loſs and diſho- 


D nour. 
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nour. And what grateful return 
has he made to her partiality ? 

Why, he has left her a diſtemper 

from his embraces, which has al- 

moſt brought her to her death's- 
door; and which (ſhe, poor ſoul ! 
being ignorant of what ailed her, 
and letting it go too far) may ne- 
ver totally get the better Ty as 
long as ſhe lives. 


But who is "hs with that gruff 
ſ 6040 face, who looks like a 11 
ton at the ſtern of a ſhip! ? TH tell 
you zone as impotent in mind 
as he is in body; who, when he 
comes to dabble in politics, like 
a fiſh out of water, does not 


know what he is r He help- | 
N 


1 19] 

ec to govern us, only for the 
ſame reaſon that he went = 
and that he would go to the 
devil, for money; and yet he 
has ſo much of it, one would 
think he need not taſk his abilities 
to get more. But it is not the firſt 
thing he ſought, that he had no 


* es Flaw 4 


occaſion r; Ry Eh 1 


Thus have I m_ to you 
the former ſervants of the k— and 
the people, and good vails they 
have got in their ſervice; why did 
not we purſue the example of ſome 
economical people. of faſhion, 
who are reported to make their 
footmen find coals and WAX- 


candles out of the card-m oney ? ? 
D 2 But 


{ 20 1 


But can any ching be a ſtronger 
proof of his m 58 attachment 
to our welfare, than his having, 
in ſpite of perſonal regard, taken 
us out of the hands of ſuch ma- 
| nagers. 1s it not evident, that 
we have every thing. to expect 
from him, that loyal ſubjects can 
expect from the beſt of rulers ? 
and is not this a kind of invita- 
tion to us, to lay all our other 


f before him ? 


We 15 given a etch 5 the 
former adminiſtration, now let 
us take a view of the preſent ; . 
for the total blackneſs of the one 
muſt not prevent our ſeeing the 


ſpots of the other; and I ſhall be- 
| ein 


3 


| ax 1 
gin in with the few Og, que- 


ries. 


That the love of our country 
is a commendable and generous 
paſſion , every one muſt allow. 
But, may not that paſſion, like 
other loves, be carried to a ro: 
mantic excels ? Some men have 
avarice to ſatisfy in their purſuits, 
others only vanity; but may not 
he be as erroneous in his ſchemes, 
who only lays them to obtain the 
trifling token of a ſnuff- box, or 
ſome ſuch bauble, to diſplay as an 
inſtance of her favour, as he who 
aims at his miſtreſs's whole for- 
tune ? For there is, one ſhould 
think, at laſt an equal degree of 

care 
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[220 
care requiſite in each, to deſerve 
the different objects Wy" aim at. 


That the 1. expedition as 
a 4 undertakin g no body 


can diſpute: I mean, if the 


cowardice or folly of thoſe to 


whom the exccution of it was aſ⸗ 


hgned, had not. rendered it abor- 
tive : but let us view it with the 
eye of candour and impartiality ; a 
and then, let me aſk you, if, in 
its moſt conſummate perfection, 


it could have brought any advan- 


tage to Britain, farther than that 


one of. glory? and ſhould that, 
in. her preſent ſtate, be the ſole 


object of any of her undertakings ? 


why, it is the fame thing, as if a 
perſon 


{ 23 ] 
perſon ſhould lay out fifty pounds 
for a diamond ring, when they 
want ſhoes to their feet. 


g That the nation will never ſuf- 
fer any thing through the preme- 
ditated fault, or natural badneſs 
of Mr. - heart, I moſt ſeri- 
ouſly believe; but that the deſire 
of popularity, or perhaps, I ſhould 
rather fay, his too ſanguine incli- 
nations to demonſtrate his patriot 
affections, may hurry him beyond 
the bounds of political n 
1 am pretty certain. 


That the W G- B. ſhould 
never be ſacrificed to thoſe of H--, 
nor indeed its proceedings by any 


means 


1 24 J. 


means influenced with a view to 
it, is a ſound and uncontrovertable 
conſtitutional principle. But will 

this maxim, at the ſame time, 
diate to us, that we muſt abjure 
all continental connections what- | 


ſoever, or grumble if the people 
of that electorate lay hold on the 
natural right, which all creatures 
have of preſerving themſelves? 


Surely no. Let us then beſeech 

his m—y, in the moſt earneſt and : 
humble manner, to take theſe | 

kingdoms under the immediate 
protection of his own wiſdom; in 
which caſe, we can never fear be- 
ing hurt, either thro” the wick- 


edneſs or miſtake of a miniſter, 


while they only act as inſtruments 


no to 


„ 
to — and n his plans into 
execution. * | 


| Our condition is certainly ex- 
tremely bad; but how is it bad? 
not through want of materials to 
render us great and happy, but 
thro a miſapplication of thoſe innu- 
merable materials which God Al- 
mighty has given us. How ſhould 
the artiſt's work go on ſucceſsful- 
ly, be his tools never ſo excellent, 
if, when he ſhould make uſe of 
a file, he takes up a hammer; 
and if, where the chiſſel is re- 
quiſite, he employs the hand-ſaw r 


Our army and fleet were never 
in a better condition to oppoſe an 
8. 0 


— <a SEP nt vs — — 
— m E 


L 26). 
3 enemy 0 and ſhall we not eütteat 
WW his not to ſuffer the one 
L to be a burthen to the people, or 
at beſt' a diverſion in forming 
camps, and making mock-en-' 
gagements, while the other ſeems 
to bend all its fury againſt the 
grocery-wares of the French, their 
figs, teas, raiſins, and brandy, | 
while Cape Breton remain totally: 
undiſturbed, and our own domi- 
nions in America almoſt unde- 


tended. 


What is belles We ws 
partly defined it before. It is not 
the art ſo much of ruling, as of 
deceiving men— Why then is it 

| made the foundation of all ſtate- 
5 ſtruc- 


* 

ſtructures; the primum mobile of 
all miniſterial ſchemes? Shall we 
ſay, according to the Latin pro- 
verb, Qui male fecit odet lufem; 
for the ſame reaſon, that an ugly 
face would chuſe to wear a maſk. 
Obſerve, and you will find, that, 
among all religious doctrines, 
thoſe. which are the moſt errone- 
ous, abound with the moſt myſte- 
ries. In civil governments likewiſe, 
| where there is the greateſt. ſhew 
of politics, depend upon it there 
is the greateſt degree of corrup- 
tion. If men are not conſcious 
of acting ill, why ſhould they be 
afraid to act openly ? Not that I 
would- pretend to ſay, that either 


church or-ſtate ſhould be without 
| | E 2 their 


28 
their ſecrets; there are ſome ſo 
j connected with the nature of the 
firſt, as muſt for ever remain un- 
fearchable; and the laſt may be 
_ ſometimes, in ſome things, fo cir- 
cumſtanced; as to make ſecrecy 
not only neceſſary but commend- 
able: as, for inſtance, the igno- 
rance which the people were kept 
in, in relation to the deſtiny of 
the late ſecret expedition, was 
right; for, if it had been a ſcheme, 
the ſucceſs of which would have 
redounded greatly to the advan- 
tage of the nation; I am ſorry to 

ſay, that keeping it from the 
knowledge of the Engliſh, was the 
U only way to conceal our deſigns 
= from the French. But will ſuch 

| | N 


| N "i 


9 


[29] 
inſtances as this, which very rare- 
ly happen, warrant a miniftry in 
proceeding 1n a continual round 
of obſcurity, without ever letting 
the public ſee what they are do- 
ing at all? It is a text which needs 
no comment. Let us implore 
the k — then to make his mi- 
niſters act openly and above- 
board, and not cheat like juglers, 
a ſet of people who truſt their 
money into their hands, which, 
with a preſto, paſs and be gone, 
| they pretend to ſend the Lord 
knows whither, when, in reali ty, 
the ſly raſcals only drop it into 
| their own pockets. 


LES 


haut, 


„„ 
But, I believe, I may venture 
to affirm, that the chief viſible 


cauſe of our preſent misfortunes, is 
the venality that reigns among us. 


We may now be called a trad- 


ing nation with a witneſs, for, 


from the higheſt to the loweſt, 
every thing is bought and ſold; 


alike at Cheapſide and St. 
but never was there a Ag in- 
ſtance of this, than at a late elec- 
tion, within one and twenty miles 
of the metropolis; where the 
candidates ſtrove with each other, 


with ſuch flagrant bribery, and 


. boaſted of the bargains they had 


made; and over- bidding each 
other with ſuch abandoned ſince- 
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rity, as to exceed even the times 
of Catalline. 


It is true, the place- man might 
plead in his favour, that it was 
only an act of honeſty to re- 
turn to the people, on every op- 
portunity, the money of which 
he had robbed them; and I am 
_ perſuaded that the other worthy 
gentleman proceeded upon that 
truly chriſtian principle of doing 
as he would be done by. We 
have all heard of the anſwer a 

m ber once made to his con- 

ſtituents; who recommended the 

intereſt of their corporation to 
him : © I bought ye, gentlemen, 
and by G--d III fell ye.” And 


we 


£ 


. 
we may take it for granted, that 
whoever will give a bribe to gain 
a vote, will take a bribe to give 


one. The butcher and cobler in 


their ſtalls, are not more ready 


than their repreſentatives will be 


wards. 


15 The preſent . has ſhewn 
himſelf ſuperior to a bribe. It is 


to be hoped then, he will never 


condeſcend to offer one. But 
then, how will his buſineſs be 


carried on? For uſing one's ſelf 
to bribes, is like the cuſtom of 


drinking drams in the morning. 


People who have given themſelves 


up to it for a long time, cannot 


2 do 


LILY 
do any thing without it. T6 this caſe, 


then the royal power is moſt par- 
ticularly, requiſite, to diſcounte- 


nance à practice ſo derogatory, 
from the rights of a free people, 
and ſo highly affrontive to his 


mild arid juſt government. Cor- 1 


rüption has been the ſirſt ſtep to- 
wards tlie deſtruction of all nes A 
but the c: caſe of Rome, in that 


particular, f is more exactly parallel 


to our 8 than any other. Cicero, 


tells us of the pernicious influence 


it Had i: in the election of all public 


offices 5 and ſoon after came the 
emperor”: Sz which, tho' not the | 


immediate extindion of the Ro- 


man name, was only raiſing it to 


— 


> 
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be ſquandered upon illiber al 


fas 1 


a brighter blaze a little before i It 
went out. | 


Let os civil liſt then bs regu- 
lated, penſions beſtowed ſparing- 
ly, only to ſuch tranſcendant me- 
rit as that of a Blackney, or to 
honeſt inſufficiency. | Let it not. 
ſcrambling. courtiers, to ſupport 
gluttony, luxury, gaming, and 
luſts of all kinds; at leaſt, if it 
be thou of neceſſary to bribe 
the — 1 think. in ju. 


| tice it ſhould be general; which 
Ls it might be eaſily made, by dol- 
ing out the unwieldy paſſions of 
ſome of them into ſmaller annui- 


ties: and thus, being choſen 


— — 
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— would be getting into ; 


a pretty place for ſeven years 
producing not lefs than three or 
four hundred pounds per annum, 
| by my cp. 100g 


: But if our k— knew how his, 
and his people's money is thrown 
away, by being diſpoſed of to 
the worthlefs, if we make it our 
humble petition to him, that he 
will graciouſly condeſcend to take 
theſe affairs into his own conſide- 
ration, need we doubt of his do- 
ing it. There have been times 
when 1 Was unknown in 


a ; it has been intro- 
duced me by corrupt miniſters 


and evil cuſtom; ; and, by the ſame 
F - rule, 


ö 
| 
| 
| 
ö 
| 


encouragement of his ſ—- 


Hercules, ſupported by Jupiter, 


1 36 1 
=” "MY an upright miniſter, and 


good cuſtoms; may again make it 


a ſtranger there. Can we then 
doubt of Mr. P—'s ſucceſs in this 
undertaking, ſupported by the 


n. 


cleanſed the Augean's ſtables from 
the contracted filth of a number of 
years. Taſks equally arduous, and 


n Senat. in er fugels | 


jy it is not among che ns 
cody, that this abominable vice of 


venality reigns. III example has 


been prevalent, and the contagion 


been caught; witneſs. that exe- 
crable and moſt diabolical of all 


Klee 


LW 


carrying on, to raiſe the French 
king a conſiderable loan at ſeven 
per cent. Why, this looks as if 

heayen had not only raiſed ene- 
mies for our deſtruction, but har- 
dened our hearts like the Egypti- 
ans, againſt 2 for this 
is ſuch an unreaſonable and unna- 
tural piece of villany, as one would 
think, could not get footing in the 
human heart. It is giving a man 
a knife to cut your on throat, 
helping a robber to break open 
your houſe, carry off your trea- 

ſure, burn your goods, deflower 
your wives .and daughters, and 
make your ſons ſlaves. And ſhall 
thoſe, worſe than murderers, go 
n ? The money they 


were 
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were to ſupply, was to hire and to 
pay troops; and every Britiſh ſub- 
ject orally that fell by thoſe troops, 
they might juſtly be reckoned the 
death of. And though they have 
been, we hope, prevented in their 
anti-patriot machinations, yet I 

think we ſhall be juſtfied, in tak- 
ing the will for the deed, and giv- 
ing them up to the law accord- 
ingly. Indeed, if it was not in 

defiance of one of the capital ſta- 
tutes of that law, to execute un- 
common puniſhments, I ſhould be 
for having their own gold melted, 
and poured down their throats : | 
but certainly, letting ſuch wretches 

have wealth, is like ſuffering a 


wizard to have a devil at his 
513 * IP beck, | 
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beck, only to enable him to do 
miſchief. Then God grant that 
the k— may throw his preponde- 
rating power into the; ſcale with 
that of his parliament, to ſtrip 
them of every guinea, of which 
they are ſo unworthy. Nor will 
that be ſufficient; the body politic 

cannot be ſound, while it has ſuch 

rotten members annexed to it: 
their amputation then will be ne- 
| ceſſary; ; and let no prayers or con- 
nections raiſe either falſe Pity, or 
falſe ſhame, to prevent each of 
them from ſtanding publicly on 
the pillory, „ before all their coun- 
trymen ; Fg and afterwards, being; 
ſent into baniſhment, like Cain, 
with a mark upon their foreheads, 
I to 
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to ſti gmatize them through: : all 
_ wenn to creme ee 
re Is not Kang Lug 
money to the French king as bad 
as hiring Engliſh men for His ſer- 
. vice? And- do they not come 
under the ſame apr ws a puniſh: | 
ment? 
WW 1 SO0mIn. 093207 | 
lam TOY ike to aſſert what, 
T. am afraid, : T ſhall be lau ghed at 
for; at leaſt by the Alles of 
Boe andF—c: but even thoſe, 
I ſuppoſt, will hardly venture to 
deny the exiſtence of a God; and, 
if that poſtulatum be granted, why” 
_ we not : fay, that the irreli- 
gion when at preſent reigns 
among 


among us, is one cauſe of our 


misfortunes. | 


6 If celigion' had nothing more 4 
im it than inculcating the moral 
virtues, which it doth in the 
ſtrongeſt terms-; can any one 


think of its being treated with 


contempt without horror? If the 


foundation is ſapped, the build- 
ing muſt conſequently fall. Truth, 
juſtice, charity, chaſtity, tempe- ; 


rance, generoſity and courage, 


have all religion for their baſis: 


is it to be wondered then, that 
when we are no longer religious, 


we ſhould no longer have trutl, 


juſtice, charity, chaſtity, tempe- 
rance, generoſity, nor courage 
amongſt 


: 


421 
amongſt us. It is true, we have 
ſomething that people would paſs 
for theſe virtues; but if we make 
- a ſtrict ſcrutiny, I am afraid we 

| ſhall find ſome of them fall very 
ſhort, and the greater part to de- 
generate into the oppoſite vices. 


Truth and juſtice, for example; 
in what doth our truth and ju- 
ſtice conſiſt? Is it in making new | 
enquiries into our faith? That 

faith which for ſo many hundred 
: years hath been ſubſcribed: to by: 
our anceſtors; aſſerting 'it to be 
abſurd and ridiculous, and of no. 
other uſe but to awe the vulgar: 5 
to ſubvert the doctrine of Chriſti- 
avſty; and ſet up Deiſm in its 
ſtead. 


FT * How 
ſtead. And, as to charity, how 
can we boaſt of i it; but that we 
now and then ſupport a play or 
an opera, the benefits of which 
are to be given to the weak and 
neceſſitous; but more to gratify 
our own. 3 of pleaſure than 
their wants. In former times, 
chaſtity in England was held to 
be a reſtraint upon our paſſion for 
the female ſex; now, that the 
female {ex was never more ab- 
ſtained. from than at preſent, the 
world allows. But in what man- 

ner, and for what reaſons ? I ſhall. 
not ſtain my paper with the ſhock- 
ing anſwer, The people i in high 
life, and perhaps our grave citi- 
Zens. may be temperate, when 


that 


1441 
that word is made the anti- 
theſis of drunkenneſs; ; but are 
they not ſhameful gluttons ? wit- 
neſs our turtle feaſt, guinea or- 
dinaries, &c. For generoſity, we 
have luxury in the higheſt de- 
gree; and for courage, N | 
* | 


The poor are at preſent in {o 
miſerable a condition for want of 


=þ proviſions, through the villany of 


our farmers hoarding their corn, 

and have ſuch dreadful proſpects 
before. them of further diſtreſs, 
through the ſame means, that 
even the great ſhould feel for 
them. For though they do not 
experience the immediate hard- 


ſhips, 
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ſhips, which thoſe wretches the 


under, they will ſpread - like a 


mortification, which though it 


begins in the extreme parts, if 


not timely prevented; will aſcend 
to the noble: if the labourer 
ſtarves this year, the maſter muſt 
the next; if induſtry falls to- 
day, luxury muſt to-morrow ; 
let the rich then fight the cauſe 
of the poor, or ſhall he be like the 
belly and members who periſh- 
ed, becauſe they refuſed ending 


each other in their N. capa- 
cities. 


* 


May our gracious ſovereign | 


then take into his own prudent 


Con- 
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